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How can designers
 distill a narrative 

to its essence?



How do we 
give form to 
a narrative?



Novel Reading



Novel Reading 

Novel Reading



Don Fried, The Sound and the Fury cheat sheet 

Novel Reading



Lovely, Raspberry 

Novel Reading



The Great Gatsby 

Novel Reading

https://vimeo.com/37452512


Cover App 

Novel Reading



Book Bags 

Novel Reading



The Complete Abridged Library 

Novel Reading



The Complete Abridged Library, Audio Edition 

Novel Reading

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_fm0YsSWNrxNjhlaFNYemtEc2M/view?usp=sharing


The Sound and the Fury 

Novel Reading



Tabletop photos 

Novel Reading



Tabletop photos (Moby-Dick) 

Novel Reading



Tabletop photos (Alice in Wonderland) 

Novel Reading



Tabletop photos (The Catcher in the Rye)

Novel Reading





More photos 

???



Fictitious Dishes











The Great Gatsby 



Middlesex 



Little Women 



The Metamorphosis 



Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas



#fictitiousdishes

Fictitious Dishes



Bookstore

Fictitious Dishes



Library

Fictitious Dishes



9 Ways to 
give form to 
a narrative



1 
Summarize it



Drew Struzan, Back to the Future poster 

Summarize it



Mieczyslaw Wasilewski, Back to the Future poster 

Summarize it



Sam Markeiwicz,  Back to the Future poster 

Summarize it



Jane Eyre covers 

Summarize it



Jane Eyre covers 

Summarize it



2 
Reduce it



Mike Joyce, Swissted 

Reduce it



Niege Borges, Dancing Plague of 1518 

Reduce it



Peter Mendelsund, Kafka book covers 

Reduce it



Atipo , Paper for Characters (Frankenstein, Jaws, Edward Scissorhands) 

Reduce it



Atipo, Paper for Characters (Bonnie & Clyde, Fahrenheit 451, Dracula) 

Reduce it



Jane Mount, Ideal Bookshelf 

Reduce it



3 
Clarify it



Sam Potts,  Infinite Jest diagram 

Clarify it



Sam Potts,  Infinite Jest diagram 

Clarify it



Touchpress, The Wasteland app 

Clarify it



Touchpress, The Wasteland app 

Clarify it



4 
Diagram it



Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, Finnegan’s Wake

Diagram it



Franco Moretti / Stanford Lit Lab

Diagram it



Stephanie Posavec,  Writing Without Words 

Diagram it



Stephanie Posavec,  Writing Without Words 

Diagram it



Tim Leong, Super Graphic 

Diagram it



Tim Leong, Super Graphic 

iagram it



5 
Dematerialize it



Almeida Greek, The Odyssey Live

Dematerialize it



Elevator Repair Service, Gatz

Dematerialize it



6 
Remix it



David Shields, Reality Hunger 

Remix it



Jonathan Safran Foer, Tree of Codes

Remix it



Jonathan Safran Foer, Tree of Codes

Remix it



Symphony of Science, A Glorious Dawn ft Stephen Hawking 

Remix it

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSgiXGELjbc


7 
Analyze it



Jay Parkinson,  Color Signatures (The Wizard of Oz) 

Analyze it



Jay Parkinson,  Color Signatures (Romeo and Juliet) 

Analyze it



Jay Parkinson,  Color Signatures (Dracula) 

Analyze it



Top Grossing Movie Posters, Armin Vit 

Analyze it



Top Grossing Movie Posters, Armin Vit 

Analyze it



Ben Fry/Fathom, Traces 

Analyze it

http://fathom.info/traces
http://fathom.info/traces


Adam Frost and Zhenia Vasiliev, How to Tell You’re Reading a Gothic Novel 

Analyze it



Adam Frost and Zhenia Vasiliev, How to Tell You’re Reading a Gothic Novel 

Analyze it



Adam Frost and Zhenia Vasiliev, How to Tell You’re Reading a Gothic Novel 

Analyze it



8 
Reinterpret it



Frank Stella, from Moby-Dick Deckle Edges

Reinterpret it



Frank Stella, from Moby-Dick Deckle Edges

Reinterpret it



Alice in Wonderland in Vogue, Grace Coddington / Annie Leibovitz 

Reinterpret it



Alice in Wonderland in Vogue, Grace Coddington / Annie Leibovitz 

Reinterpret it



Alice in Wonderland in Vogue, Grace Coddington / Annie Leibovitz 

Reinterpret it



Adam Lucas, Cage Does Cage 

Reinterpret it

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKdeNv3Rlv0


Zak Tebbal, Bound 2-Gether 

Redinterpret It



Zak Tebbal, Bound 2-Gether 

Redinterpret It



Zak Tebbal, Bound 2-Gether 

Redinterpret It



If, Bill Ryder-Jones  

Reinterpret it

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxPG9mG6SSU


Drunk History, Jeremy Konner and Derek Waters 

Reinterpret it

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCwHzmA9jNQ


9 
Extend it



Heads of State,  Gatsby 

Extend it



Andrew DeGraff, Plotted (Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain)

Extend it



Andrew DeGraff , Plotted (The Library of Babel by Jorge Luis Borges)

Extend it



 Andrew DeGraff, Plotted (A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine L'Engle)

Extend it

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madeleine_L%27Engle


Project



How can designers distill a  
narrative to its essence?



By the end of today’s class, pick a 
narrative (book, film, tv show, play, 

etc) that you know very well.



Reduce it to three collections of  
core elements including—but  

not limited to—characters, places, 
events, themes, symbols, 

language, tropes, narrative arcs. 



Using these collections as  
content, visually represent the 

narrative three times.



The final format of each collection is 
up to you, but should respond to the 
content (eg a set of characters might 

be presented in a family tree) and 
should not be the same form as the 
original narrative (ie don’t make a 

book about The Catcher in the Rye).



!


